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About the Stuady

=~ COOK COUNTY

Project Goals

The Cook County Department of

Improve pavement

Transportation and Highways (DoTH) condition
conducted a study to identify improvements Accommodate future
i travel demand
along Central Avenue from Sauk Trail to
: : Accommodate
US 30 (meoln nghway) future development
This 1.5-mile corridor is located within the Villages of Matteson, Improve safety

Richton Park and unincorporated Rich Township, and it crosses

the Canadian National Railroad (CNRR) and Old Plank Road Trail. :
Support multimodal

transportation options
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Project Development Process

COOK COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation
and Highways

DoTH projects are typically divided into three phases

SIS ARG INGEIWANTLWEE W8 24 months | Anticipated completion 2026

What’s involved: Data collection, analysis of existing conditions, defining the project’s purpose and need; developing and evaluating
alternatives; conducting public meetings; identifying a preferred alternative as well as its associated impacts and finalizing a Project

Development Report

SIS HAPES GG EE WL 18—-24 months | 2026-2027

What’s involved: Developing detailed engineering contract plans, acquiring land (if needed) and securing funds for construction

18-24 months | 2028, pending funding availability

What’s involved: Construction of the project



TR Crash/Safety Analysis

DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation
and Highways

The project team reviewed crash data along the corridor from a recent five-year period and
found there were 108 crashes, resulting in 35 injuries and 1 fatality.
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41 of the crashes
occurred at the US
30 intersection,
including the
fatality involving
two eastbound

vehicles.

*Other crash types: Sideswipe
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collision, other object
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Preferred Alternative

COOK COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation
and Highways

DoTH is recommending a three-lane cross section with a new 10 ft. wide shared-use path as the preferred alternative

DESCRIPTION OF IMPROVEMENTS
THREE-LANE

* Reconstruct pavement in poor * Improve Old Plank Road Trail crossing with
condition a median refuge island, advanced signage
 Add a center two-way left and lighting
NIRRT 1y W AN , 5 -, NN turn lane to improve mobility * Upgrade the Canadian National Railroad
2 _- _ B\ \ | T and safety (CNRR) crossing to meet current IDOT and
| ai's * Provide exclusive northbound left, railroad standards
o FATHI --mm[ﬂﬁESSSIiEE 4 S " through and right turn lanes on  Improve roadway drainage by converting
| ; the south leg of Central Avenue at the existing open ditch drainage system to a
the US 30 intersection to meet closed drainage system with curb and gutter
future travel demand and reduce * Avoid impacts to Old Plank Road Nature
delays Preserve on the east side of Central Avenue
 Add a new multi-use path along by widening the roadway toward the west

the east side of Central Avenue * Minimize wetland and other environmental

to connect with existing paths at impacts by “right-sizing” road design

US 30, Old Plank Road Trail and a
future path along Sauk Trail

elements



N Maintenance of Traffic anad

Detour During Construction
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To minimize the duration of impacts to the motoring public and T — ’ % g
provide adequate access to existing properties, DoTH is planning to K é
implement a ONE-WAY DETOUR throughout construction and construct one ey 3o z TMA
half of the roadway at a time. oragasaans:
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ACCESS TO DRIVEWAYS WILL BE PROVIDED WHEN POSSIBLE and closures
will be limited to periods when pavement, driveway aprons and/or the multi-

use path is being reconstructed in front of those driveways. Construction
impacts will be minimized to the extent practicable.
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Generally, at least ONE-WAY TRAFFIC will be maintained

throughout construction. But a FULL DETOUR may be required at
the Canadian National Railroad (CNRR) while the railroad crossing

is reconstructed (to be further coordinated with CNRR).
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| and Acquisition Process ..o

COOK COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation
and Highways

Land Acquisition Process 3 Types of Land Acquisition

The land acquisition process involves the following steps:
FEE SIMPLE ACQUISITION

The ownership of the property is confirmed The acquisition of all rights and interest of real property

(i.e. right-of-way).

A plat of survey drawing is prepared to show the dimensions
PERMANENT EASEMENTS

and amount of property that is being acquired
Underlying ownership is retained by the property owner,

but access is permanently allowed to DoTH during and

An independent appraisal is made to determine the fair market | o
after construction for the purposes of maintaining

value of the property to be acquired facilities such as drainage structures or ditches.

Negotiations begin with an offer to acquire the necessary

property at the appraised value TEMPORARY EASEMENTS
Underlying ownership is retained by the property owner,
If a purchase agreement cannot be reached, the matter is referred but access is temporarily allowed to DoTH only during

to the courts for acquisition under the law of eminent domain construction for items such as grading work, driveway

construction and other minor improvements.
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Submit Comments

COOK COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF
Transportation
and Highways

Fill out a comment form and

drop it off in the comment box. To learn more about

the project, please visit
centralavenueimprovement.orq

CONTACT THE PROJECT TEAM

Andrew Werner, Project Manager
info@centralavenueimprovement.org

Cook County Department of
Transportation and Highways

69 W. Washington St., 23rd Floor
Chicago, IL 60602

Attn: Andrew Werner, P.E.

Thank you!

All formal comments or questions regarding this project should be submitted by For more information on other Cook County
email to: info@centralavenueimprovement.org or sent to the mailing address no transportation projects, please visit
later than April 15, 2026, to be included as part of the official project record. cookcountyil.gov/service/transportation-projects
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DEPARTMENT OF
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